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Guildford Borough Council
Final Recommendations on the new electoral 

arrangements

Who we are
 ● The Local Government Boundary Commission 

for England is an independent body set up by 
Parliament.

 ● We are not part of government or any political 
party. 

 ● We are accountable to Parliament through a 
committee of MPs chaired by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons.

 ● Our main role is to carry out electoral reviews of 
local authorities throughout England.

Electoral review
An electoral review examines and proposes new 
electoral arrangements for a local authority, including:

 ● The total number of councillors representing the 
council’s electors (‘council size’).

 ● The names, number and boundaries of wards or 
electoral divisions.

 ● The number of councillors for each ward or 
division. 

Why Guildford?
 ● The Commission has a legal duty to carry out an 

electoral review of each council in England ‘from 
time to time’.

 ● Guildford Borough Council has not been 
reviewed since 1998 and the Commission has 
therefore decided that it should review Guildford 
in advance of the elections in 2023.

Our proposals
 ● Guildford Borough Council currently has 48 

councillors. Based on the evidence we received, 
we recommend that 48 councillors should serve 
the council in the future.

 ● We believe our final recommendations meet our 
statutory criteria to:
1. Deliver electoral equality for electors
2. Reflect community interests and identities
3. Promote effective and convenient local 

government

Our Recommendations

The table lists all the wards we are proposing as part of our final recommendations along with the number of
electors in each ward. The table also shows the electoral variances for each of the proposed wards which tells
you how we have delivered electoral equality. Finally, the table includes electorate projections for 2027 so you
can see the impact of the recommendations for the future.

Ward Name Number of 
councillors

Electorate 
(2020)

Number of 
electors 

per 
councillor

Variance 
from 

average 
(%)

Electorate 
(2027)

Number of 
electors 

per 
councillor

Variance 
from 

average 
(%)

Ash South 2 3,756 1,878 -13% 4,878 2,439 -1%

Ash Vale 2 5,153 2,577 20% 5,418 2,709 10%

Ash Wharf 2 4,821 2,411 12% 5,403 2,701 10%

Bellfields & 
Slyfield 

2 4,526 2,263 5% 4,951 2,475 0%

Burpham 2 5,003 2,502 16% 5,229 2,614 6%

Castle 3 7,277 2,426 13% 7,647 2,549 3% 

Clandon & 
Horsley

3 7,132 2,377 11% 7,803 2,601 6%

Effingham 1 2,001 2,001 -7% 2,587 2,587 5% 

Merrow 3 7,277 2,426 13% 7,513 2,504 2% 

Normandy & 
Pirbright 

2 4,616 2,308 7% 4,688 2,344 -5% 

Onslow 3 4,987 1,662 -23% 6,695 2,232 -9%

Pilgrims 2 3,964 1,982 -8% 4,791 2,396 -3%

Send & Lovelace 3 5,388 1,796 -17% 7,610 2,537 3% 

Shalford 2 4,258 2,129 -1% 4,735 2,368 -4% 

St Nicolas 1 2,303 2,303 7% 2,360 2,360 -4% 

Stoke 3 5,386 1,795 -17% 7,914 2,638 7% 

Stoughton North 2 4,319 2,160 0% 4,602 2,301 -7%

Stoughton South 2 4,394 2,197 2% 4,655 2,328 -5% 

Tillingbourne 2 4,485 2,243 4% 4,672 2,336 -5% 

Westborough 3 5,856 1,952 -9% 6,631 2,210 -10%

Worplesdon 3 6,351 2,117 -2% 7,444 2,481 1% 

Totals 48 103,253 - - 118,226 - -

Averages - - 2,151 - - 2,463 -



Summary of our recommendations

We have considered all the submissions we received
during our consultation on our draft recommendations.

Our final recommendations propose that Guildford Borough 
Council should have 48 councillors, the same as at present. 

Those councillors should represent 21 wards, representing eight 
three-councillor wards, 11 two-councillor wards and two one-
councillor wards.

The boundaries of most wards should change; four will stay the 
same. 

An outline of the proposals is shown in the map to the
right. A detailed report on the recommendations and
interactive mapping is available on our website at:
www.lgbce.org.uk.

Find out more at 
consultation.lgbce.org.uk:

 ● view the map of our recommendations down to street level.
 ● zoom into the areas that interest you most.
 ● read the full report of our recommendations.
 ● find more guidance on the review process

Stage of Review Description 

26 January 2021 - 

2 August 2021

Public consultation on warding 

arrangments

30 November 2021 - 

7 February 2022

Public consultation on draft 

recommendations

10 May 2022 Publication of final 

recommendations

May 2023

Subject to parliamentary 

approval - implementation of 

new arrangements at local 

elections

Overview of final recommendations 
for Guildford Borough Council
View this map online and explore it in more detail at: 
consultation.lgbce.org.uk

Follow the review on Twitter: @LGBCE  

If you are viewing this page online, click on the map to go straight to our 
interactive consultation area.  
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